of the bronze group of the famous brothers, a map of the simple street plan of Rochester, and a photograph of the Clinic building from whose roof one can look in every direction on the cornfields that surround the tiny town that is the Mecca of world surgery. An Introduction to Psychiatry. By Max Valentine, M.D., D.P.M. (15s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1955. Dr. Valentine has set out to achieve some sort of integration between psychiatry and the remainder of medicine in the way that psychiatry is thought about; and to make the subject less foreign to a student whose training has been in the biological sciences. There is no doubt that he has been successful in his first few chapters, and his account of behaviour as an adaptation achieved by homeostatic stabilizing mechanisms is clear and eminently readable. For this reason alone the book deserves to succeed but it will require considerable expansion if it is to be of use to the medical student and general practitioner for whom it is presumably intended. An irritating decimal subdivision has replaced ordinary page numbering, but the book appears to have about 300 pages of big print. The main part of the book, which deals with the syndromes in the usual way, is not adequate in many places. Thus when dealing with the question of terminating pregnancy on psychiatric grounds, the author says in effect that the problem is a complex one and leaves it at that.
There are a few errors. On the last of the six pages labelled 2.1.2. "infinite" should read "infinitesimal". The law relating to contract and tort is incorrectly stated. Thus a contract made when a person is insane is not void as the book states. It is voidable provided that the other party knew of the insanity when the contract was made. Similarly it is stated that those of unsound mind are incapable of committing torts and this is not true.
There is a useful section on intelligence testing and on elementary statistics though both are too condensed to be easily followed by the student. The index appears adequate and the book is pleasingly produced.
The Plasma Proteins in Pregnancy. A Clinical Interpretation. By Harold C. Mack, M.D.
(Pp. xii + 118; illustrated. 27s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C. Thomas. 1955. This addition to the American Lecture Series of monographs is concerned with the changes in plasma proteins in normal and pathological pregnancies, and their possible relationships to the various adaptations occurring in this state. The author is a clinician asnd the accent is on clinical aspects of the subject. The analyses consist of a series of electrophoretic measurements of the proteins of maternal and foetal bloods. No other methods of investigation have been used.
After a brief introduction about some of the physicochemical properties of plasma proteins the discussion proceeds to the changes which occur in them in normal pregnancies, toxxmias of pregnancy and finally pregnancies complicated by a variety of other diseases. One is left at the end of 100 pages with the impression of a number of minor quantitative changes in plasma proteins occurring without much physiological background, and with a few exceptions the clinical bearing of these changes is not obvious. The last chapter on the relationship between foetal and maternal blood proteins is perhaps the most interesting, but the discussion of the placental barrier is short and nothing said of the protein changes in erythroblastosis foetalis. At the end of the book is a lengthy bibliography for further reading. The impression left is that of a picture without much meaning. It would seem to Proceedings of the Royal Society of Mediine be a book clearly written, but of value only to those interested in this specific application of plasma proteins. This book contains a medley of mysteries in high life, of considerable criminological and medico-legal interest. The account of the murder of the Princes in the Tower, which gives the main title to the book, only occupies 16 pages and contains very little that is new. Other sections deal with the crimes of King Philip H of Spain, the eccentricities of ex-Queen Christina of Sweden, the tragedy of Peter the Great and his son Alexis, the remarkable career of Queen Caroline Matilda of Denmark, and the varying fortunes of the adventuress Sophy Dawes. The sad story of Henrietta, Duchess of Orleans, who died from a perforated gastric ulcer, is also related. In every case the author sums up the case with judicial impartiality and leaves us in no doubt as to his opinion. Needless to say the style is clear and interesting and each chapter has the chief references appended to it.
By those who like murder mysteries with a medical flavour this book will be welcomed, but it will not raise their opinion of their fellow-mortals. The Pathogenesis of Poliomyelitis. By Thomas. 1955. The publishers claim on the cover of this monograph that it "explains the modus operandi of poliomyelitic infection". Lest anyone be misled into accepting this claim, it may be said at once that it does no such thing: it is a short review of Dr. Faber's personal views on the pathogenesis of this disease which differ in many respects from those held to-day by most students of this subject. The volume is also the more concise because the author makes little mention of much of the relevant work on neurotrophic viruses carried out by other investigators in the United States and virtually ignores the contributions of Europeans.
Dr. Faber accepts the commonly current view that the alimentary tract is the main portal for the responsible virus. But he soon parts company with most contemporaries who believe that the local invasion of the wall of the alimentary tract is followed by an initial virnmia, for he upholds the older conception that the virus, after gaining entry through the mucosa of the mouth or pharynx, passes centripetally by way of regional nerves, first to local ganglia and thence to the central nervous system. These peripheral ganglia form not only the primary site for the multiplication of the virus, but also the source from which it returns by centrifugal axonal spread to maintain a persistent excretion into the lower alimentary tract. He thus regards the viremia, which is now recognized as a common occurrence in human poliomyelitis, as a relatively late manifestation that results from the passive absorption of virus from the intestines in amounts that exceed the phagocytic defensive powers of the reticulo-endothelial system. The possibility of transportation of certain toxins and viruses to the brain and spinal cord along the axoplasm of nerve fibres has often been canvassed but never demonstrated.
Indeed, modern studies on the protoplasmic structure of axons have rendered this hypothesis less and less inviting. Dr. Faber has offered no new observations that could provide a basis for reconsidering this possibility, nor has he made any suggestion as to a physiological mechanism by whose operation this hypothetical transportation, rapidly, for long distances and over tortuous routes, could be brought about.
Although in this monograph, Dr. Faber has nailed his colours to the mast with a certain defiance, it should not be supposed that he has done so without a full appreciation of the complexities of the issues raised. During the past twenty years, he and his collaborators in California have undertaken very pertinaciously a long series of carefully conducted experiments in this important field of neuropathology. Even if many readers are unable fully to accept his conclusions, they should be grateful to him for a clear and provocative statement of his position. For this book is, and was probably intended by the author to be, essentially an expression of his personal views by a partisan in an important current controversy. This is the fourth edition of Dr. Harris's book. The original arose out of four lectures, but the present volume well indicates the very great increase in knowledge. This has somewhat upset the balance of the book. Much of it is written for the non-medical reader and is well suited for an intelligent layman but the newer work needs a background of
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